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A Stormwater Oriented Newsletter Focused On Community Connections 

Assessing Stormwater On Your Property 

Understanding how stormwater affects a      

property is important when wanting to manage 

it. The amount, where it generates, and where it 

flows are important aspects of stormwater     

management. Use the following information to 

begin developing a stormwater management 

plan for your property. 

Draw your property boundaries. 

Draw the boundaries of your lot. If you are not 

sure of your boundaries, you may be able to look 

this up on your property tax assessment, deed to 

your house, or at your county’s tax office. 

Take note of you property features. 

Impervious Areas - These are hard surfaces on 

your property that prevent stormwater from 

soaking into the ground. They include rooftops, 

driveways, parking areas, walkways, decks,      

patios, or other hard surfaces. 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO REPORT ILLICIT DISCHARGES OR STORMWATER ISSUES 

Lawn and Landscaped Areas - These include any 

areas of regularly maintained grass or landscape. 

Natural Vegetation - These are areas of woods, 

meadow, or other naturally vegetated areas. 

Water Features - These could be streams,       

wetlands, ponds, or swimming pools. 

Use a tape measure or online mapping tools to 

determine the approximate size of each feature. 

If your property has no natural vegetation, simply 

subtract the impervious area from your total lot 

size to get your total lawn and landscaped area. 

Assess and map your stormwater flow. 

Next, determine how and where runoff flows on 

your property and identify any problems it may 

be causing. 

Roof Downspouts - Indicate the location of roof 

downspouts and the direction stormwater flows 

from the downspouts. 

Stormwater Flow Paths - determine the direction 

of stormwater flow from impervious areas. 
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Areas of Ponding - note locations where standing 

water or ponding regularly occurs. 

Soil Erosion - indicate areas of soil erosion. 

Slope of the Land - add contours to your property 

map or simply draw arrows indicating where 

stormwater flows. The West Virginia Flood Tool is 

an online application that can provide property 

contours. 

Estimate the amount of stormwater generated 

on your property. 

Use the following chart to determine how much 

stormwater is generated by the impervious area 

on your property. 

For a more accurate calculation, use the           

following formula 

Total Sq. Ft. Impervious x (0.0833 x 7.48) = Runoff 

 

Developing A Stormwater Management Plan 

Many management practices exist for the      

management of stormwater. The following     

suggestions are the easier practices to              

implement. 

Pros 

• Manages stormwater and filters pollutants 

• Provides wildlife habitat 

• Minimal maintenance 

• Aesthetically pleasing 

Cons 

• Plants can take 2-3 years to establish 

• More maintenance required in first few years 

Continued on page 3 

If you would like to share an environmental stewardship story pertaining to stormwater or our local  water bodies, 

please send an email to dbillmyer@bcpssd.com 

RAIN GARDEN 

A depressed landscape bed that uses mulch, soil mix, and 

deep-rooted native plants to capture, absorb, and           

infiltrate stormwater. 

mailto:dbillmyer@bcpssd.com
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• Requires minimal maintenance 

• Large number of native trees maximizes    

benefits 

Cons 

• Takes many years before trees grow enough 

to provide maximum benefit 

• Regular maintenance is required when       

invasive plants species exist 

• Must protect from deer browsing and rodent 

damage 

Pros 

• Increases infiltration and evapotranspiration 

of stormwater 

• Filters pollutants 

• Requires little maintenance 

• Provides wildlife habitat 

Continued on page 4 

Pros 

• Increases infiltration and groundwater          

recharge 

• Improves water quality 

• Controls erosion and sedimentation 

• Provides wildlife habitat 

Cons 

• Not as effective on steep slopes 

• Flooding may damage plantings 

Pros 

• Increases infiltration and evapotranspiration of 

stormwater 

• Filters pollutants 

 

RIPARIAN BUFFER 

Planting native trees or shrubs along streams to restore the 

streamside area to forested conditions. These buffers filter 

runoff, decrease bank erosion, and have numerous water 

quality benefits. 

TREE PLANTINGS 

Planting native trees or shrubs to restore a portion of your 

property to forested conditions. 

VEGETATED SWALE OR NATIVE MEADOW 

An area planted with native grasses and wildflowers and 

maintained as a natural area. “No mow” areas can develop 

into meadows. 
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 Cons 

• Site preparation (including turf grass removal) 

is required before planting 

• Meadows may conflict with local ordinances 

Last month, the stormwater crew participated in a 

public education and outreach event at the   

Berkeley County Youth Fair. We had a great time 

interacting with community members and          

answering the questions they had for us. 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 

Berkeley County Youth Fair 

facebook.com/BCPSSWD

