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A Solid Partnership 

Many roadsides and waterways throughout 

Berkeley County are affected by the care free 

act of littering. From the easily flicked          

cigarette butt to the unfathomable reasoning 

behind fast food bags and wrappings scattered 

along a roadside, littering and dumping of   

solid waste is a major issue that daily affects 

our environment. Fortunately for Berkeley 

County, the Berkeley County Solid Waste     

Authority (BCSWA) provides programs that 

help decrease the amount of litter and debris 

found along roads and in streams. 

Since January 1, 1989, the BCSWA has          

implemented programs focused on education, 

enforcement, and solid waste collection with 

the goal of meeting (more like surpassing) the    

standards of the West Virginia Solid Waste 

Management Act, an act that requires source 

reduction, reuse, recycling and recovery take 

priority in the management of solid waste. 

Their programs and services include yard 

waste recycling, food waste collection,    

Christmas tree recycling, mulch, and roadside 

and stream cleanup. 

The most recent minutes found on the BCSWA 

webpage address the Litter Control Program 

for June 2020. During that month, 39.5 miles  

of roadside was cleaned, producing 388 bags, 

34 tires, and 353 bulky items. 

Continues on page 2 

A drive down Arden Nollville Road this time of 

year will present to a traveler a vibrant     

mountain side sponge painted with hues of   

yellow, red, and orange. We have entered the 

prologue of Winter and will soon see only fine, 

brown brush strokes with the possibility of 

white layering.     

Fallen leaves enter the watershed and           

contribute phosphorus and nitrogen to   

groundwater and surface water. These           

nutrients, when abundant, cause                     

eutrophication, or an excessive richness of    

nutrients in water bodies, which leads to the 

depletion of oxygen in water and the death of 

aquatic organisms. 

October storm events are rare for our area so 

rain’s contribution to the transportation of 

leaves may be minimal, but wind is still a factor 

and can carry leaves to waterways as well as   

inlets that can become clogged. As a             

community member, you can help by              

periodically gathering leaves from your yard or 

business front, and either composting the yard 

waste yourself or having it recycled at the 

Berkeley County Solid Waste Authority. 

 

 

 

Check out their website for more information. 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO REPORT ILLICIT DISCHARGES OR STORM WATER ISSUES 

Leave it to Autumn Leaves 

http://www.berkeleycountyrecycling.org/solidwaste/?q=site-page/fall-yard-waste-recycling-options
https://www.berkeleycountystormwater.org/


October 6, 2020 + October 20, 2020 

6:00 PM 

65 District Way, Martinsburg, WV 25402 

Please remember your face mask 
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A quick scroll through their Facebook page 

provides many examples of how much and 

what kind of waste the cleanup crews are   

removing from our area’s environment. 

Funding for the cleanup programs was set to 

expire this past September with no chance of 

renewal. Because the programs are too       

important to lose, we officially began a      

partnership with the BCSWA and will be 

providing the annual funding needed for the 

continuation of the cleanup programs. By    

doing so, the illicit discharge  detection        

requirements of our MS4 program will be  

supported, and the individuals involved in the 

cleanup programs can continue to make a  

positive impact on our local environment. We 

are very excited about this partnership and 

look forward to many years of collaboration 

with the BCSWA team. 

 

Location Highlight 

 

 

The Yankauer Nature Preserve, located on 

Whitings Neck Road in Berkeley County, is a    

104-acre historic farmland parcel that contains 

young tree growth. The backside of the preserve 

nestles up to the Potomac River, providing an 

enjoyable view and a place to relax along the  

preserve’s longest (1.1 miles) of four trails,    

Kingfisher Trail. While walking the trails, the 

sights and sounds may include some of the more 

than 100 bird species and 100 plant species  

identified on the preserve. 

The preserve is operated by the Potomac     

Audubon Society in partnership with The Nature 

Conservancy. Visit their website for more         

information. 

BCPSSWD Board Meetings 

Since January, 63 active/completed           

construction sites have been inspected 

throughout the county, with 371 inspections 

conducted. 

We have completely addressed ≈ 50% of the 

65 complaints received this year. We         

currently have 31 Active or Open cases that 

are continuously investigated with the goal 

of resolution. 

12 Notice of Violation Letters have been 

mailed, resulting in the formulation of plans 

that led or will lead to corrective measures. 

If you would like to share an environmental stewardship story pertaining to storm water or our local  waterways, 

please send an email to dbillmyer@bcpssd.com 

Portions of Progress 

https://www.facebook.com/Berkeley-County-WV-Recycling-Litter-Control-Solid-Waste-Authority-174993339279533
https://www.potomacaudubon.org/preserves/yankauer/
mailto:dbillmyer@bcpssd.com
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The Berkeley County Public Service Storm   

Water District is one of three Municipal      

Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) permit 

holders within Berkeley County. The City of             

Martinsburg and the West Virginia                

Department of Transportation (WVDOT) hold 

their own permits, resulting in jurisdictional 

separation with possible goal oriented         

collaboration. 

The City of Martinsburg’s Stormwater       

Management Plan was amended in April 2005 

and is intended for the management of  

stormwater within the City’s corporate limits. 

Aerial Imagery of the City’s corporate limits. 

Our MS4 programs sometimes have to          

interact due to boundary crossing, stormwater 

flow, resulting in collaborations that assist in 

the investigation of stormwater related issues. 

Like us, they are a small staffed program with 

dedicated employees who enjoy the rewards 

of stormwater management.  

The WVDOT Division of Highways operates the 

same type of MS4 permit as the City of          

Martinsburg and Berkeley County. A large     

portion of their program consist of mapping 

and checking their stormwater infrastructure. 

The image below shows a map of drainage 

pipes that have been checked. The image below 

is a wide snip of available GIS data, so you can’t  

truly see the amount of pipes that have been 

inspected and mapped. 

Image showing inspected drainage pipes in Berkeley 

County that are owned by WVDOT. 

When we begin to map our stormwater system, 

WVDOT will be a valuable resource for the GIS 

data they have collected in recent years. 

The presence of multiple MS4 programs within 

Berkeley County will ultimately benefit the    

area’s watersheds, and enable our program to 

take a leap forward by utilizing the wealth of 

knowledge already available. As we grow, we 

hope to collaborate more with our fellow MS4 

programs, and increase the health of our local 

watersheds and ecosystems. 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 

Three is Better Than One 

facebook.com/BCPSSWD

