
 

 1 

October 2021 Berkeley County Public Service Storm Water District 

A Stormwater Oriented Newsletter Focused On Community Connections 

Foliage cleanup is upon us yet again, and with 

this annual event comes the opportunity to      

create the perfect soil conditioner for your spring 

garden - leaf mold. Like compost, leaf mold helps 

improve soil texture and fertility but also          

increases the water retention of soils, which is 

critical for plants. Leaf mold is created by the   

decomposition of leaves. It is dark brown to black 

with a crumbly texture. 

Because leaves are mainly carbon based, their 

decomposition into leaf mold can take 6-12 

months. The process can be accelerated by 

shredding the leaves before storing them. One 

method for producing leaf mold is the pile or bin 

method. Leaves are gathered and piled in a      

dedicated location, or they are placed in a   

wooden or wire bin. The dimension for a pile or 

bin should be no larger than 3ft by 3ft. After            

collection, the stock pile is thoroughly dampened  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO REPORT ILLICIT DISCHARGES OR STORMWATER ISSUES 

with water. During dry periods, the pile should be 

checked to determine moisture levels and if 

more water is needed. If a bin is being used,   

covering it with a plastic tarp ensures the leaves 

will be kept more consistently moist and warm. A 

second method is the use of large plastic bags. 

The bags are filled with leaves and moistened. 

Once complete, the bags are sealed and holes 

are added for airflow. The bags should also be 

checked to ensure moisture levels are adequate. 

Leaf mold can be spread on top of bare soils as 

an organic mulch, or tilled into the soil to         

increase water retention. If layering on top of 

bare soil, the amount of leaf mold should be 

monitored due to it’s continued decomposition 

through the summer months. The leaf mold layer 

should be renewed whenever it becomes thin. 

 

October 5, 2021 + October 19, 2021 

6:00 PM 

65 District Way, Martinsburg, WV 25402 

BCPSSWD Board Meetings 

Fall Leaves For Your Spring Garden 

https://www.berkeleycountystormwater.org/
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Imagine a Day Without Water is a national       

education campaign that brings together diverse 

stakeholders to highlight how water is essential, 

invaluable , and in need of investment. This year, 

the day of action is October 21, 2021, and will 

include events, resolutions, student contests,  

social media engagement, and more, all across 

the United States. 

The annual event is a production of the Value of 

Water Campaign, an organization that educates 

and inspires the nation about the importance of 

water sustainability practices. The event is for 

local leadership or organizations that want to 

spread the word about the value of our most  

essential resource and why the infrastructure 

that provides water and wastewater service 

should not be taken for granted. 

If you’d like to get involved in the event, visit   

Imagine a Day Without Water. 

Cosmetic companies that produce face washes, 

and other products designed to exfoliate skin, 

once used natural ingredients, such as apricot or 

walnut shells, to achieve the products advertised 

results of younger, healthier looking skin. Around 

the 1990s, the companies realized there was a 

demand for less skin irritating ingredients and so 

began the industry’s use of polyethylene spheres, 

or microbeads. 

Microbeads are small, solid, manufactured plastic 

particles that are less than 5mm in diameter and 

do not degrade or dissolve in water. Due to their 

size, microbeads are not captured by most 

wastewater treatment systems. From a         

bathroom sink, the beads can drain to a river and 

eventually an ocean. While in a body of water, 

toxins such as pesticides, herbicides, etc. can 

attached to a microbead’s surface. This can lead 

to bioaccumulation, the process of organisms      

increasing the level of toxins in their bodies. 

Continued on page 3 

 

If you would like to share an environmental stewardship story pertaining to stormwater or our local  water bodies, 

please send an email to dbillmyer@bcpssd.com 

Imagine a Day Without Water Microbeads In The Environment 

imagineadaywithoutwater.org
mailto:dbillmyer@bcpssd.com
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Every issue of The Connection has an                 

advertisement, the one located at the bottom of 

page 2, that asks for community examples of   

environmental stewardship, preferably        

stormwater or watershed related. Since August 

2020, one person has come forward to share a 

story. Now, it is understood that this newsletter 

does not garner the attention of many people, 

but it has, in the past, been shared and viewed 

by enough people to produce the reasonable 

chance of us becoming aware of such                

information. 

As a means of public outreach and filling out this 

page’s right column, we the district present an 

open invitation to the citizens of Berkley County. 

Let us document and highlight your efforts to 

better our community. We can create a short   

video, write an article, maybe the meeting would 

be the start of a new local environmental        

program that you thought would never gain   

community support. 

Think it over. Share with others. Get in touch 

with us.  

On December 18, 2015, Congress amended the 

Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act by passing 

the Microbead-Free Waters Act of 2015. The act 

prohibits the manufacturing, packaging, and       

distribution of rinse-off cosmetics containing    

plastic  microbeads. The law defines the term 

“plastic microbead” as any solid plastic particle 

that is 5mm or less in size and intended to          

exfoliate or cleanse the body or any part of the 

body. 

In Australia in 2016, a Meeting of Environmental 

Ministers concluded with the implementation of a 

voluntary industry phase-out of plastic                 

microbeads. In 2019, the National Waste Policy 

Action Plan included a commitment from the    

Australian business sector and governments to 

phase-out 100 percent of microbeads from       

rinse-off products. A 2020 independent               

assessment inspected approximately 8100 unique 

products resulting in the finding that 99.3 present 

were microbead-free. 

More countries are expected to develop a means 

of phasing out microbead use in body cleansing 

products. It may not be a reduction in visible      

pollutants harming our ecosystems, but it’s the 

invisible that can sometimes cause the most harm. 

 

Unsung Heroes 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 

facebook.com/BCPSSWD

