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The stabilization of disturbed areas is an           

important best management practice that       

provides sediment and erosion control on active 

construction sites. The two stabilization practices 

for denuded areas are temporary and               

permanent. Temporary seeding and mulching 

must be provided within four days when areas 

will not be re-disturbed for more than fourteen 

days. Permanent seeding efforts for areas at final 

grade must begin within four days after reaching 

final grade.  

In West Virginia, seed germination is best          

accomplished during the optimal time periods of 

March through mid-May and mid-August through                      

mid-September. If construction activities         

continue through the winter, all disturbed areas 

at final grade will have to be temporarily          

stabilized and maintained until permanent    

seeding efforts can begin. 

Hay may be applied at a thicker rate on relatively 

flat surfaces or slopes 2:1 and less to protect 

bare areas, and netting can be used to keep the 

hay in place. Rolled erosion control fabrics can be 

used on slopes greater than 2:1. Sod can be     

installed but since it will remain dormant until 

around March and will not attach to the soil, this 

would still be considered temporary stabilization. 

When temporary stabilization is planned to     

remain throughout the winter, it must be     

maintained and perimeter protection must 
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Stabilization During the Winter remain installed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above is an image taken in January on an active 

construction site being worked throughout the 

winter. The berm in the background has been 

temporarily stabilized using hay. The same berm 

is shown below a month later. The density of hay 

has decreased and needs to be reestablished. 

The installation of netting may have prevented 

the loss of hay. 
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Construction project site plan approval is the  

result of a meticulous plan review process, and it 

produces a site plan that, if adhered to, should 

pertain all the information needed to successfully  

start and finish a construction project. An         

important part of the approved site plan is the 

sequence of construction section. 

Sequence of construction notes are usually   

comparable to other project plans. They typically 

begin with noting all permits must be obtained 

and Miss Utility must be contacted before      

construction begins. This is usually followed by 

the installation of a stabilized construction        

entrance and perimeter protection, such as     

super silt fence or silt fence, prior to land             

disturbance activities. This is a very important 

step that is unfortunately often skipped, but our 

District has enacted a solution to help ensure this 

step is followed.  

Prior to any land disturbance, a project            

representative must contact one of our            

inspectors to arrange an on-site meeting. The 

inspector will walk the project site to ensure all 

erosion and sediment controls have been         

installed.  Once the inspection is complete and  

the inspector approves of all erosion and          

sediment control installations, the next             

important process in the sequence of               

construction can begin. 

The installation of all sediment traps or sediment 

basins, or any other sediment control best     

management practice must be installed first  

once land disturbance activities begin. This too is 

a step often not adhered to, and the result is a 

construction site that is not properly conveying 

sediment laden stormwater throughout the    

project. 

The site sediment basins are usually planned for 

installation where post-construction stormwater 

management facilities will be located, typically a 

water quality feature such as a bioretention 

pond. Any stormwater management facility  

providing water quality management can only be 

installed after the contributing drainage area has 

been permanently stabilized. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The above image shows a bioretention swale 

that was installed before the contributing    

drainage area was stabilized. As a result,          

sediment entered the water quality feature  

affecting its infiltration rate. 

If you would like to share an environmental stewardship story pertaining to stormwater or our local  water bodies, 

please send an email to dbillmyer@bcpssd.com 

January 4, 2022 + January 18, 2022 

6:00 PM 

65 District Way, Martinsburg, WV 25402 

BCPSSWD Board Meetings 

Sequence of Construction 
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Permanent seeding is the establishment of     

perennial vegetative cover on disturbed areas by 

planting seed. The purpose of permanent      

seeding is to reduce erosion, decrease sediment 

yield from disturbed areas, and permanently   

stabilize disturbed areas.  

To maintain a good stand of vegetation, the soil 

must meet certain minimum requirements as a 

growth medium. Soil should have enough fine-

grained material to maintain adequate moisture 

and nutrient supply, sufficient poor space to   

permit root penetration, the depth of soil to   

bedrock or impermeable layers should be 12 

inches or more, and free from excessive        

quantities of roots, branches, large stones, and 

large clods of earth or trash of any kind. 

Topsoiling is also important when establishing 

permanent vegetative cover. Vegetative growth 

is more rapid on sites with at least 4 inches of  

topsoil, and the health and quality of vegetation 

is better than on sites with little or no topsoil. 

This practice applies to various poor site          

conditions, but the most prevalent in Berkely 

County is the existence of final grade surfaces 

made  predominately of shale and other rock. 

During the initial land disturbance activities for a 

construction project, topsoil is removed from the 

land and stockpiled. This is a common               

occurrence. An equally common occurrence is 

the non-redistribution of topsoil over final grade 

areas of a project site. To establish healthy     

vegetative cover, topsoil must be spread at a 

lightly compacted depth of 2 to 4 inches. Prior to 

spreading the topsoil, the subgrade must be 

loosened by disking or scarifying to a depth of at 

least 4 inches to ensure bonding of the topsoil to 

the subsoil. 

The image above shows a situation too often 

seen throughout the county. The final grade   

conditions of the lot shown were mostly shale. It 

was determined that no topsoil or very little had 

been applied to the property. This resulted in 

sparse vegetative cover. Below is an example of 

what permanent stabilization should look like. 
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Permanent Seeding and Topsoiling 
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