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A consumer can’t affect how farmers grow their 

Christmas trees or how manufacturers produce 

artificial versions, but they can determine the 

fate of their real or artificial trees. Recycling a 

real tree helps offset the carbon footprint        

required to produce it, and reusing an artificial  

tree eliminates the purchase of another one, 

eliminating the need for more production and 

more emission of greenhouse gases.  

Recycling a real Christmas tree can be               

accomplished two ways. One way is to take a 

tree to a local recycling center. Where the tree 

will be chipped and turned into mulch. The 

Berkeley County Solid Waste Authority provides 

the public with two options for tree recycling. 

Option one is a free drop off. Option 2 is curbside 

pickup through Apple Valley Waste. The cost is 

$25 per tree, with $12.50 being donated to the 

Boys & Girls Club of the Eastern Panhandle.     

Another means of recycling a real Christmas tree 

is by simply placing it in nature, effectively 

providing habitat for animals. 

Two options that should not be considered are 

the burning of real trees or the placement of real 

trees in landfills. When a Christmas tree is 

burned, all of its carbon content is immediately 

released to the air as carbon dioxide. This      

eliminates the trees ability to provide soil carbon 

as it can when chipped for mulch. When placed 

in a landfill, a tree’s carbon content is returned to  
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the atmosphere as methane. Methane is 21 

times more harmful than carbon dioxide, so this 

is the most environmentally harmful way to    

dispose of a used tree.  

The reuse of an artificial tree depends on the  

level of care a person provides when storing the 

tree. If an artificial tree owner carefully sets up, 

deconstructs, and stores their product, the 

lifespan of the tree can be ten or more years.  

Reducing the amount of repurchases reduces  

atmospheric pollutants. 

The source for this article can be found here. 
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Reuse or Recycle Your Christmas Tree 

http://www.berkeleycountyrecycling.org/best-practices-christmas-tree-recycling.html
https://www.berkeleycountystormwater.org/
https://www.discovermagazine.com/environment/are-artificial-christmas-trees-better-for-the-environment-than-real-ones-it-depends
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When first starting this newsletter, the intention 

was to never repeat information. This will be the 

first time information has been repeated, and 

with good reason. As discussed in the November 

2020 edition of The Connection, winter’s close         

equivalence to spring and summer precipitation 

levels, coupled with road maintenance needs and 

potential increased soil erosion, may make it the 

worst time of year for stormwater pollution. Let’s 

revisit how we can manage and reduce our     

pollutant contribution during the winter months. 

1. Use De-icing Products Based on the Condition 

Before applying a deicer, think about the air  

temperature, potential for sun exposure, and 

how much product is needed. Read and follow 

the product directions and use sparingly. Also, 

avoid using sodium chloride as a deicer.            

Environmentally friendly alternatives include   

acetates, potassium chloride, and magnesium 

chloride. 

• For Dry, Powdery Snow — Shovel or sweep 

snow immediately to avoid using deicer. 

• For Wet, Heavy Snow — Apply deicer product 

as soon as snow begins falling to prevent it 

from bonding. 

• For Sleet * Freezing Rain — Apply deicer 

product early on during these conditions to 

prevent the build up of ice. 

• For Significant Snowfall — When more than 2  

inches of snow falls, plow or shovel first and 

then apply deicer product. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Avoid Piling Snow on Rain Gardens 

This information is more useful for business  

owners who have a bioretention facility, or rain 

garden, located on their property. A large 

amount of snow melting within a bioretention 

facility could saturate the area for an extended 

period of time. This could potentially harm the 

plants needed to keep the bioretention facility 

functioning as designed. Pile the snow 

“upstream” from the facility. When the snow 

melts, it will drain towards the facility and be 

treated as it filters through the subsurface       

media. 

3. Consider Installing Pervious Cover 

Replacing a walkway or driveway with river 

stone, pervious pavers, or other porous materials 

will allow water to soak into the ground. These 

surfaces help reduce polluted stormwater runoff 

and erosion. They also “breathe” more than    

impervious surfaces like asphalt and concrete, 

which increases the amount of time it takes for 

the surface to become iced over. 

If you would like to share an environmental stewardship story pertaining to stormwater or our local  water bodies, 

please send an email to dbillmyer@bcpssd.com 

Winter Weather Pollution Prevention — Year Two 
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