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A Brief Introduction 

Hello, and welcome to the first publication of 

The Connection, a monthly newsletter         

produced by the Berkeley County Public      

Service Storm Water District (BCPSSWD) as a 

means of educating and connecting with the 

Berkeley County community. Each month, The 

Connection will provide storm water related 

information, announce any storm water      

related public events, and showcase             

individuals, groups, or programs within the 

community that practice environmental   

stewardship. 

“IN NATURE NOTHING EXISTS ALONE” 

This quote is from Silent Spring, a book written 

by Rachel Carson. She was a marine biologist, 

writer, and catalyst for the global                  

environmental movement. These are her 

words discussing her observation that every-

thing you do has an effect somewhere else. 

Any pollutants we allow to enter our local 

streams and creeks will not only effect our 

community, but communities downstream 

from us. So, let’s stop the pollutants here. 

 

Continued on page 2 

Marshall Hammond tends to one of the 800 plus trees planted on his 

farm. 

While navigating us through the portion of his 

farm where the Tuscarora Creek, a tributary of 

the Opequon, and Smith Run, a natural spring 

that feeds into the creek, flow, Marshall          

Hammond made the comment that “it should 

leave your place better than it came in.” His   

conservation efforts hold true to that statement. 

Located in Berkeley County, Hammond Farm has 

been a site of agriculture and conservation for 

many years. His Father, Fred Hammond, Jr.,     

began efforts around 1975 by fencing in his    

Hereford cattle along the creek, and providing 

them a concrete swale to stand on while          

accessing the natural spring water. Presently, the                     

environmental stewardship efforts include over 

eight hundred trees planted in riparian buffers, 

eight fenced in pastures, and managed            

vegetative cover for creek buffers.  

Continued on page 2 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO REPORT ILLICIT DISCHARGES OR STORM WATER ISSUES 

We Are A MS4 Community 

Stewardship Spotlight 

https://www.berkeleycountystormwater.org/
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In Berkeley County, pollutant laden storm   

water runoff is not treated at wastewater   

facilities before it enters local waterways. Any 

precipitation during large storm events that 

does not completely soak into the ground, a 

result of increased impervious surface cover, 

eventually enters storm water management 

conveyance systems. These systems either 

channel the runoff to best management    

practices, units designed to allow infiltration 

of runoff and the filtering out of pollutants, or 

straight into local waterways. 

The Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 

program, or MS4, is a federally mandated   

program that is designed to help reduce the 

amount of pollutants being contributed to  

local waterways. Requirements of the         

program establish a means of environmental 

protection, whether it be through oversight or 

educational outreach. 

IN CONCLUSION 

The waterways of Berkeley County are not the 

cleanest and development is not going to slow 

down, but we can strive for sustainable       

coexistence. Anything done in nature can have 

a positive  or negative effect locally or at     

distant locations. As a MS4 community, we are 

in a unique position to begin increasing      

positive effects. The MS4 program challenges 

us to create a functioning system that will help 

reduce pollutant loads to below their total 

maximum daily load. It enables us to limit 

what enters our local waters. It allows us to 

focus on how we can improve our community. 

It creates connections. 

If you would like to reach out to Marshal Hammond, or share an environmental stewardship story pertaining to 

storm water or our local waterways, please send an email to dbillmyer@bcpssd.com 

Continued from page 1 (Stewardship) 

Collectively, the riparian buffer zones of the 

Tuscarora and Smith Run equal approximately 

1.2 miles, with all sections protected by either 

planted young trees or naturally occurring  

vegetation. These practices benefit the        

waterways because the roots of the trees and 

vegetation strengthen the soils, which lessen 

the effects of erosion along the waters’ banks. 

The farm is currently home to 12 horses that 

are rotated into and out of the various fenced 

in pastures. The amount of fencing equals 

roughly 2.5 miles. Restricting the horses’     

access to the Tuscarora and Smith Run         

reduces the chance of pollutants entering the 

waterways and the disturbance of sediment. 

Each pasture provides water for the horses 

through a piped well system. 

Located below North Mountain, the portion of 

the Tuscarora flowing through Hammond 

Farm benefits from the farm’s natural          

filtration system of vegetative cover. All the 

storm water runoff channeled to the property 

from the mountain and road slowly crosses  

the fields, hits a bit of an embankment along 

the Tuscarora, and filters even more as it   

travels along the creek. “I’d drink the water at 

the end of it all,” Hammond said as he           

discussed with me the quality of the storm 

water when it finally enters the creek. 

The environmental stewardship Marshall 

Hammond has  conducted in the past five 

years is  what made him a great choice to be 

our first Stewardship Spotlight county          

resident. 

mailto:dbillmyer@bcpssd.com


Sleepy Creek Wildlife Management Area is       

located in both the western portion of Berkeley 

County and the eastern portion of  Morgan  

County. Pictured above, the Meadow Branch is a 

16.7-mile-long tributary stream that drains into 

Sleep Creek Lake. The water of the Meadow 

Branch is very clean and cold. Not a bad place to 

be on a hot day. 

Location Highlight 

Grass clippings that are left in the street can clog 

storm drains and lead to flooding. If they enter 

waterways, high levels of nitrogen from the grass 

can promote excess algae growth  and lower   

oxygen levels. Composting your lawn waste 

keeps it out of the drain and can be used as a 

supplemental fertilizer for your plants. 

Something to Consider 
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Storm Water Facts 

An inch of rain on an acre of land is equivalent to 

27,154 gallons of water and weighs about 113 

tons. 

Construction site storm water can contain large 

amounts of sediment. Without proper treatment 

before entering a waterway, the sediment can 

reduce sunlight needed by aquatic plants, clog 

fish gills, and impede navigation. 

A typical city block can generate five times more 

runoff than a woodland area of the same size. 

Flowing water has tremendous power. It can 

move boulders and carve out canyons, or simply 

cause backyard problems as pictured in the 

above photo. 

BCPSSWD Board Meetings 

August 4, 2020 + August 18, 2020 

6:00 PM 

65 District Way, Martinsburg, WV 25402 

Please remember your face mask 


